
 

One-day awareness programme on ‘Mushroom Cultivation’ held at college 

A one-day awareness programme on ‘Mushroom Cultivation’ was held 
by the College Skill development committee on 26th April 2022. The resource 
person for the event was Prof (Dr.) Shaheen Kounsar, Professor and Head, Plant 
Pathology division, SKAUST-K. The moderation duties were performed by 
Prof Aaliya Bashir, while the rapporteur duties were performed by Dr Huzaifa 
Pandit. The event was attended by twelve faculty members and sixty-six 
students.  

The event commenced with an inaugural address by the Principal Prof Dr 
Seema Naz. Her address highlighted the need to hold such awareness programs 
and the importance of Mushroom cultivation in the local economic and 
entrepreneurial eco-system. Focusing on education as a means to equip students 
beyond academic endeavours, she insisted education implies training students to 
create and sustain local eco-systems of entrepreneurship that not just create 
employment but also induce a multiplier effect at the local levels.  

The technical session by Dr Kounsar focused on the practise of 
mushroom cultivation, and requirements for the same. Supplementing her 
address with a detailed documentary, she impressed upon the audience the 
contours of the process. The documentary provided detailed information about 
the geography, nature and typology of the mushrooms, other elements and steps 
required for cultivation of the same. A detailed presentation followed that 
focused on the ‘white button mushroom’.  

A detailed assessment of the ten broad aspects of mushroom production 
technology was undertaken including spawn production/procurement, 
fructification, casing, pests and disease control and harvesting, grading and 
store. Students were given detailed information about the process of production 
interspersed with photographs illustrating the process as well as the precautions 
needed to cultivate it. The presentation also highlighted a few success stories of 



Mushroom Cultivation to draw students to the endeavour. Furthermore, a 
feasibility analysis of cultivating mushrooms at GDC Pampore was also 
conducted by the worthy resource person wherein a spot was identified in the 
campus for the purpose. It was decided to conduct a one-day workshop in the 
college for the interested students in the second week of May, 2022. The vote of 
thanks was delivered by Dr Iqbal Malik, HOD Islamic Studies.   

 

 
 

           



 
 

 



 



 
 

 

 

Report presented for approval by Dr Huzaifa Pandit, Media Secretary, 
College.  

 

Dr Huzaifa Pandit  

 


