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CLEAN INDIA PROGRAMME – 01 TO 31ST DECEMBER 2021 

(DEVOTION – VISIT TO RELIGIOUS CONCLAVES) 

VISIT TO TEMPLES OF ANANTANAG AND AWANTIPORA 

Dated 01 – 12 – 2021 

REPORT 

 

The NSS Unit of College, in collaboration with Department of History, organized a visit 

to the monumental sites of Surya Temple Anantnag, Avantiswami and Avantiswara temples 

of Awantipora Pulwama under the CLEAN INDIA PROGRAMME. 

Kashmir is famous all over the world for its beauty and is titled as the Paradise of the 

south Asia. The historical monuments of the Kashmir are splendid for their art and 

architecture. The marvellous region of Kashmir is known as the ‘Land of Kings’. Enriched 

with plenty of architectural marvels that picturise the lifestyle of the rulers of the ancient era 

and also portrays the artistic designs of the past. The significant Surya Temple which is 

presently in ruins is the specimen of most beautiful monument in Kashmir situated 11 kms 

away from Anantnag town. The Martand Surya Temple also known as Pandou Laidan is a 

Hindu temple dedicated to Surya (the chief solar deity in Hinduism) and built during the 8th 

century CE. Martand is another Sanskrit synonym for Surya. The Temple is a fine piece of art 
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from the ancient Hindu style of architecture. The 

temple was constructed by the Third ruler 

Lalitaditya Muktapida of Karkota Dynasty. It was 

built on top of a plateau from where one can view 

major parts of the Kashmir valley. From the ruins it 

can be said that it was an excellent specimen of 

Kashmiri architecture.  

The students also visited the modern Sun 

Temple which is four kilometres away from the 

Martand situated in a village named Mattan. In front 

of which there is a holy spring teeming fishes. The 

temple fallows a tradition that nobody is allowed to 

catch fishes from the spring. The fresh and crystal 

clear water attracted the student’s interest about 

the fresh water resources available in the valley. It is 

suggested for the college to organise a tour for 

awareness about preserving the fresh water 

resources of valley. Although a tight security is 

enforced, however it is found that more care should 

be taken to scientifically preserve the last remnants 

of the temple.  The temple complex is regarded as 

the place of ritual ceremony among the Hindus. 

Tourists are often confused with the Majestic 

National Monument in Martand. Apart from Sun 

Temple there are temples of Lord Vishnu, Hanuman 

& Shani. The place is also sacred to the Sikhs as Guru 

Nanak Devji came here & stayed for 13 days. On 

returning, the two temples at Awantipora, 

constructed by Raja Avantivarman of Utpala 

dynasty were also visited. The Avantiswami temple 

was dedicated to Lord Vishnu and the Avantiswara 

temple was didecated to Lord Shiva by Raja 

Avantivarman.  

On spot knowledge have been imparted to 

students about the art and architecture, the students also easily understand the importance 

of national heritage and the role of monumental sites in tourism. The history tour enhanced 

the knowledge and experience of the students to a great extent.  

It was truly a memorable experience for the students to see history came alive before their 

eyes. 
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