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To commemorate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Department of Environmental Science, EBSB Club 
and cultural committee of GDC Pampore   conducted a one day cultural and heritage tour on 30th of 
November, 2021. Tour included a visit to 

1  Shikargah : a dense forest , an erstwhile hunting ground of Maharaja of J&K and now 
important Hangul conservation site 

2.  Megalithic site at Tral 

3  Cave dwelling dating to 2500 BC 

4. Awantipora temple ruins dating back to 855 to 883 AD in district Pulwama.  

Shikargah is situated at a distance of about 3 Km from Tral town and around 40 Km from 
Srinagar. It is located in the middle of a vast stretch of dense woods which was traditionally a 
favourite hunting place for the Royals. Maharaja Hari Singh (1925-1947) used to visit the place for 
wild life hunting. However, at present Shikargah is an important Hangul Conservation and Breeding 
Centre and an attractive tourist spot.  

Megalithic site at Tral is a cluster of scattered unique ceremonial megaliths with the biggest being 
referred to as shahmar pal.  

 Gufkral, which according to some historians is a place where the first men reaching the valley on 
early Neolithic period settled. Currently there are 20-25 houses of potters, who continue their 
traditional profession of pottery making since Neolithic period. A total of 35 Neolithic caves have 
been discovered in the area. The caves of Gufkral are one of the oldest in Kashmir and some estimates 
trace their origin to 2000-3000 BC. Even the name of the area Guf (cave) Kral (Potter) comes from 
these caves (potters' caves). The caves have an enormous archaeological value. 

The tour was concluded at Avanti Shovra Temple ruins in Awantipora, Pulwama. The complex hosted 
two temples, one each for Shiva and Vishnu. The temples were built by king Avanti Varman of the 
Utpala dynasty in the 9th century A.D. The site is maintained by Archeological Survey of India. 
Locals call the temples PandavLari, which means "House of Pandavas." 

The tour was coordinated by Dr. Irfan Khursheed Shah and Dr. Muneer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


