
One day seminar on “Innovations in Saffron Cultivation”: A Brief Report 

 Today on 06/10/2021, one day seminar on the theme “Innovations in Saffron Cultivation” 

was organized by College Skill Development Committee in collaboration with ARSSS, 

SKAUST-K, Pampore. In this seminar, three faculty members from ARSSS, SKAUST-K, 

Pampore delivered the talk on different themes related to “Innovations in Saffron Cultivation”. 

The whole programme was moderated by Dr. Iqbal Malik, Co-Convener Skill Development 

Committee. The programme began with the playing of College Tarana by the students. Prof 

Mohd Iqbal Dar, Convener Skill Development Committee then introduced the guest speakers to 

the audience and gave a detailed overview of the programme schedule and the reasons behind 

organizing the event. This was followed by the welcome address, presented by the worthy 

principal of the college, Prof. Dr. Seema Naz. She apprised the audience about the skill course in 

saffron cultivation, to be introduced in our college very soon. She lauded the support that was 

provided by the ARSSS, SKAUST-K, Dassu Pampore in this regard. The technical session 

started with the presentation by Dr. M. H. Khan, Assistant Professor, GBP, ARSSS, SKAUST-

K, Pampore. Dr Khan deliberated on the topics, “Overview and technological interventions” and 

“Mutation breeding” in saffron. He presented a detailed global scenario of saffron along with its 

trends in area production and productivity. The constraints related to saffron production in 

Jammu and Kashmir were described quite well by the esteemed speaker. He highlighted the 

SKUAST-K, technologies for enhancing saffron production. His talk ended with the discussion 

on mutation breeding in saffron and the speaker also made a special mention of Shalimar Saffron 

that has been developed and produced by SKUAST-K, a contribution in the field which shall be 

unveiled in near future to the growers. Next presentation was made by Dr. Asif Iqbal Qureshi, 

Assistant Professor, GBP, ARSSS, SKAUST-K, Pampore, on the topic, “Post harvest handling 

in Saffron”.  Dr. Asif gave a detailed overview of the Saffron, its life cycle and current status. 

The post harvesting technology implemented in saffron was discussed in detail. He highlighted 

the reasons for the reduction in saffron. A case study highlighting the effect of various 

parameters on the saffron quality was elaborated by the esteemed speaker. Towards the end of 

his lecture, the guest speaker deliberated on the expected outcome/impact of the technology. He 

also mentioned a procedure to identify the natural saffron from the adulterated or artificial 

saffron. His talk was followed by the final presentation on the topic, “Saffron improvements 

under in vitro conditions” by Dr. N.A. Dar. He gave an overview of various techniques and 

procedures involved in in vitro conditions. A very detailed presentation was made on the plant 

tissue culture technique by the esteemed Guest speaker. A good question answer session was 

held at the end of the programme. All the queries raised by the audience were addressed by the 

esteemed speakers. At the end of the programme, a release ceremony of syllabus for the skill 

course in saffron cultivation was held after which Dr. Asif introduced the syllabus to the 

audience. Momentos were presented to the honourable speakers after which Prof. Hilal Bakhshi 

delivered the vote of thanks. The proceedings of the whole function were compiled by Dr. Shabir 

Hussain Lone, Member Skill Development Cell, GDC Pampore. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


